
A Newsletter for Parents, Teachers, and Students of  
O rchard R i dg e E lem entary  School 

Dear Families, 
 M o re g reat  t h in g s are 
h ap p en in g  at  O R E  d u e t o  t h e 
ef f o rt s o f  st af f , st u d en t s an d  
f amilies!   O u r p lay g ro u n d  
c o n t in u es t o  lo o k  b et t er an d  
b et t er t h an k s t o  t h e P T O  an d  
man y  v o lu n t eers.   N ew  w o o d  
c h ip s w ere p u rc h ased  an d  
d isp ersed  u n d er t h e v ario u s 
p lay g ro u n d  st ru c t u res t o  
in c rease t h e saf et y  o f  p lay .  
T h e Fall S o c k  H o p  w as o n c e 
ag ain  w ell o rg an iz ed  an d  w ell 
at t en d ed  b y  man y  o f  o u r 
f amilies.   T h e k id s are 
n o t ic in g  all o f  t h e w o rk  t h at  
y o u  d o  t o  c o n t in u e t o  mak e 
sc h o o l an  imp o rt an t  p art  o f  
t h eir liv es.  W e sh o w  w h at  w e 
t ru ly  v alu e b y  t h e amo u n t  o f  
t ime an d  en erg y  w e g iv e!  
 W e w ill b e st art in g  so met h in g  
n ew  c alled  B .L .A .S .T .  
( B elo n g in g , L earn in g  an d  
S h arin g  T o g et h er)   T h e id ea is 
t o  b u ild  c o mmu n it y  sc h o o l-
w id e at  O R E  b y  h av in g  small 
g ro u p s o f  st u d en t s f ro m a 
v ariet y  o f  g rad e lev els meet  
t o g et h er w it h  a st af f  memb er.  
W e are v ery  ex c it ed  t o  st art  
t h is.  W e w ill k ic k  o f f  t h e 
ev en t  b y  h an d in g  o u t  o u r 

n ew  “ B E  T H E  1”  t -sh irt s t o  b e 
w o rn  at  an  assemb ly  t o  
c eleb rat e o u r c o mmu n it y  
b ef o re b reak in g  u p  in t o  o u r 
small g ro u p s.  T h is w ill h ap p en  
o n  N o v . 22nd.  
 T h is y ear w e w o u ld  lik e t o  
in v o lv e f amilies in  o u r sc h o o l 
imp ro v emen t  p lan n in g  p ro c ess.  
W e c u rren t ly  h av e t h ree maj o r 
g o als.  T h e f irst  is c reat in g , 
main t ain in g  an d  ref in in g  a 
S c h o o l-w id e P o sit iv e B eh av io r 
S u p p o rt  S y st em.  T h e sec o n d  
is a f o c u s o n  c o n sist en t  
st an d ard s b ased  in st ru c t io n  
u sin g  b est  p rac t ic es in  lit erac y  
an d  mat h  an d  o u r last  g o al 
in v o lv es b u ild in g  o u r 
c o llab o rat iv e c ap ac it y  as a 
sc h o o l st af f  t o  meet  t h e n eed s 
o f  all o f  o u r st u d en t s an d  
f amilies.  W e w ill sh are eac h  o f  
t h ese g o als w it h  f amilies at  
d if f eren t  P T O  meet in g s t h ro u g h  
o u t  t h e y ear allo w in g  y o u  t o  
u n d erst an d  o u r w o rk  as a st af f  
an d  p ro v id e h elp  in  c reat in g  
n ex t  st ep s. 

 
Continued on 
nex t p a g e…  
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Continued from previous page... 
 T h an k  y o u  t o  all o f  y o u  t h at  w o rk ed  w it h  
y o u r c h ild  t o  ad j u st  arriv al an d  d ep art u re 
t imes.  R ememb er y o u  are alw ay s 
w elc o me t o  st ay  w it h  y o u r c h ild  t o  en j o y  
t h e p lay g ro u n d  af t er sc h o o l j u st  as y o u  
are alw ay s w elc o me in sid e.  W e c o n t in u e 
t o  n eed  v o lu n t eers t o  h elp  o u t  d u rin g  t h e 
lu n c h  h o u r f ro m 12: 15 -1: 0 0 .  I f  y o u  are 
in t erest ed  in  h elp in g  in sid e o r o u t , p lease 
g iv e u s a c all. 
 C o n f eren c es w ere h eld  o n  N o v emb er 17 t h .  
I f  y o u  h av e n o t  met  w it h  y o u r c h ild ’ s 
t eac h er, p lease c all t o  sc h ed u le a 
c o n f eren c e.  W e w an t  t o  w o rk  w it h  y o u  t o  
mak e t h is a g reat  y ear o f  learn in g  f o r 
y o u r c h ild .  T h e Family  L u n c h eo n  
o rig in ally  sc h ed u led  f o r N o v emb er 18 t h  
w ill b e resc h ed u led  f o r so me t ime in  
Feb ru ary  o r M arc h  alo n g  w it h  t h e 
t rad it io n al M u sic  P ro g ram.  W e w ill let  
y o u  k n o w  t h e d at es w ell in  ad v an c e so  
t h at  y o u  c an  ad j u st  y o u r sc h ed u les t o  
at t en d .  T h ey  w ill b o t h  b e w o n d erf u l 

o p p o rt u n it ies t o  sp en d  t ime t o g et h er as 
an  O R E  c o mmu n it y .   
 M an y  p eo p le w ill b e c eleb rat in g  t h eir 
o w n  f amily  h o lid ay s o v er t h e n ex t  
mo n t h  o r so .  A s a p u b lic  sc h o o l, it  is 
o u r resp o n sib ilit y  t o  ac k n o w led g e t h at  
w e all h av e u n iq u e f amily  t rad it io n s an d  
c eleb rat io n s t o  b e t reasu red .  I n  t h is 
sp irit , w e may  t alk  ab o u t  t h e v ariet y  o f  
c eleb rat io n s t h at  o c c u r d u rin g  t h is 
seaso n  o f  t h e y ear w it h o u t  emp h asiz in g  
o n e o v er t h e o t h er.  H o w ev er, w e k n o w  
t h is c an  b e a st ressf u l t ime f o r f amilies 
an d  c h ild ren .  A s a st af f , w e w ill k eep  
t h in g s at  O R E  as ro u t in e, c o n sist en t  
an d  st ru c t u red  as alw ay s.    
 T h an k  y o u  f o r c o n t in u in g  t o  w o rk  w it h  
an d  su p p o rt  o u r ef f o rt s t o  c reat e a 
sc h o o l w h ere ev ery o n e is w elc o med , 
c o n n ec t ed , en g ag ed  an d  su c c essf u l,  
 B arb  Do rn  
20 4 -2323 W o rk  
222-35 16  N ew  H o me P h o n e 
b d o rn @ mad iso n .k 12.w i.u s 

2005-2006  S t u d e n t  D i r e c t o r y  
 
T h e O R E  20 0 5 -20 0 6  S t u d en t  Direc t o ry  is c o mp let ed !   I f  y o u  h av e n o t  rec eiv ed  y o u r 
c o p y , p lease c o n t ac t  t h e S c h o o l O f f ic e.  T h an k  y o u  t o  L isa V eld ran  f o r c o mp ilin g  t h e 
st u d en t  in f o rmat io n  w it h  t h e assist an c e o f  M ary  W illad sen  ( S c h o o l S ec ret ary )  an d   
Dian e H arrin g t o n  an d  K aren  N o rt h ey  f o r c o p y in g , c o llat in g  an d  assemb lin g  t h e 
d irec t o ry .  Family  req u est s t o  w it h h o ld  st u d en t  d irec t o ry  in f o rmat io n  w ere d u e in  t h e 
o f f ic e in  mid -O c t o b er.  T o  h o n o r t h o se req u est , so me st u d en t  n ames, ad d resses an d  
p h o n e n u mb ers w ere p u rp o sely  o mit t ed  f ro m t h is d irec t o ry .  P lease b e aw are o f  t h is 
f ac t  w h en  searc h in g  f o r st u d en t  in f o rmat io n  o r w h en  u sin g  t h ese d irec t o ry  list s f o r 
c lass c o u n t s. 

 E v ery  ef f o rt  w as mad e t o  en su re t h e ac c u rac y  o f  t h e d irec t o ry .  
H o w ev er, if you are aware of an inaccuracy or addition, please 
call M ary W illadsen at 2 0 4 -2 3 2 0  and th e ch ang e will b e printed 
in th e R ainb ow R ev iew. 
 L isa V eld ran , S c h o o l Direc t o ry  C o o rd in at o r 
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T h e O R E  P T O  h as b een  v ery  b u sy  t h ese 
p ast  f ew  w eek s.  Y o u  may  h av e n o t ic ed  
so me c h an g es an d  ac t iv it ies at  O rc h ard  
R id g e as t h e resu lt  o f  t h e w o rk  o f  
d ed ic at ed  p aren t  v o lu n t eers an d  
t eac h ers. 
 First , o u t sid e eac h  c lassro o m, y o u  may  
h av e n o t ic ed  a f o ld er t h at  Dian e 
H arrin g t o n  at t ac h ed  t o  t h e w all.  T h is is 
f o r y o u  o r y o u r c h ild  t o  d ro p  o f f  mark ed  
milk  c ap s, C amp b ell’ s lab els, b o x  t o p s, 
et c . E ac h  o f  t h ese it ems is c o llec t ed  an d  
red eemed  f o r f u n d s f o r O R E . 
 S ec o n d , t h ro u g h  h er d ev o t ed  ef f o rt s, 
L isa V eld ran  h as g iv en  O R E  P T O  an d  
O R E  so me w o n d erf u l f in an c ial 
o p p o rt u n it ies.  T h e f all f u n d raiser, 
w h ic h  L isa c o o rd in at ed , earn ed  ab o u t  
$ 5 5 0 0  f o r P T O  t o  sp en d  o n  it ems, 
ev en t s, an d  n ec essit ies f o r O rc h ard  
R id g e.  T h is j u st  may  h av e b een  t h e b est  
ret u rn  o n  a f all f u n d raiser amo n g  all o f  
t h e M ad iso n  sc h o o ls t h is y ear.   
A d d it io n ally , at  t h e N o v emb er meet in g , 
t h e O R E  P T O  p assed  a mo t io n  t o  set  u p  
a su b -c o mmit t ee an d  a sep arat e 
f in an c ial ac c o u n t  f o r t h e I n d iv id u al 
S c h o o l E n d o w men t  I n it iat iv e.  T h is is 

t h e en d o w men t  d esc rib ed  in  t h e O c t o b er 
R ain b o w  R ev iew .  T h e en d o w men t  sh o u ld  
b e a c o n t in u in g  an d  reliab le so u rc e o f  
f u n d s f o r sp ec ial p ro j ec t s at  O R E . 
 L ast , a c o n t in u in g  f u n d raiser is t h e S c rip  
p ro g ram t h at  is c o o rd in at ed  b y  M ic h ele 
H u g h es.  Fo r t h o se o f  u s w h o  u se S c rip , it  
seems so  easy :   w e mark  t h e it ems, w rit e a 
c h ec k , an d  rec eiv e S c rip  c ert if ic at es o r 
c ard s.  Fo r M ic h elle an d  h er g ro u p  o f  
v o lu n t eers, it  is p ain st ak in g  w o rk  t o  meet  
all req u iremen t s, k eep  d et ailed  rec o rd s, 
an d  g et  t h e S c rip  d eliv ered .  T h e n ex t  t ime 
y o u  see M ic h ele o r o n e o f  t h e man y  o t h er 
p aren t s w h o  h elp  mak e t h is p ro j ec t  w o rk , 
t h an k  t h em f o r t h is h an d y  an d  v ery  
p rac t ic al w ay  t o  su p p o rt  O R E .  
 W h ile P T O  may  n o t  alw ay s b e o n  y o u r 
min d , it  is alw ay s at  w o rk  f o r O R E .  T h e 
“ B e t h e 1”  t -sh irt s t h at  w ill b e g iv en  t o  all 
O R E  st u d en t s, f ac u lt y , an d  st af f  at  t h e 
sc h o o l assemb ly  o n  11/ 22, t h e n ew  w o o d  
c h ip s o n  t h e p lay g ro u n d , t h e S o c k  H o p  
last  Frid ay  ev en in g , an d  t h e S t u d en t  
Direc t o ry  t h at  w e all rec eiv ed  c ame ab o u t  
b ec au se o f  O R E ’ s P aren t / T eac h er 
O rg an iz at io n .  

Scrip News from Michele Hughes, Scrip Coordinator 
 T h an k s f o r an o t h er g reat  sc rip  mo n t h  f o r N o v emb er, earn in g  $ 6 6 1 . 0 0 !   

 W e h ad  4 4  o rd ers, in c lu d in g  4  n ew  f amilies.  T h an k s so  mu c h !  
 A t  t h e last  P T O  meet in g , w e d isc u ssed  t h e p o ssib ilit y  o f  reac h in g  o u t  t o  t h e O rc h ard  
R id g e C o mmu n it y  t o  in c rease o u r sc rip  d o n at io n s t o  o u r sc h o o l.  W e are lo o k in g  f o r a 
v o lu n t eer w h o  w o u ld  b e in t erest ed  in  c o o rd in at in g  t h is ef f o rt .  I t  w o u ld  lik ely  en t ail 
o n ly  2-3 h o u rs a mo n t h , an d  c an  b e w o rk ed  o n  in  f lex ib le h o u rs in  t h e ev en in g s.  I  
c an  h elp  y o u  w it h  an y  q u est io n s y o u  h av e t o  g et  st art ed .  I f  y o u  are in t erest ed  p lease 
c all M ic h ele H u g h es at  27 1-5 324  o r e-mail mic h eleh u g h es@ t d s.n et . 
 O u r  n e x t  o r d e r  i s  o u r  l a s t  o r d e r  b e f o r e  t h e  h o l i d a y s .    
I t  w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 nd a n d  w i l l  b e  d u e  D e c e m b e r  6 t h .    

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  O R E  P T O   
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 A ll Fo u rt h  an d  Fif t h  G rad e st u d en t s h ad  t h e o p p o rt u n it y  t o  p art ic ip at e 
in  t h e Y W C A ’ s W eek  W ith out V iol enc e P o st er &  E ssay  C o n t est .  
 E ac h  y ear t h e Y W C A  en c o u rag es st u d en t s t h ro u g h o u t  M ad iso n  t o  
t h in k  ab o u t  t h e w ay s in  w h ic h  t h ey  c an  h elp  st o p  v io len c e in  t h eir 
h o mes, sc h o o ls, c o mmu n it ies, an d  liv es.  W e h ad  a w o n d erf u l t u rn o u t  
t h is y ear- 5 9  O R E  st u d en t s p art ic ip at ed  in  t h is c o n t est .   

 C o n g rat u lat io n s t o  t h is y ear’ s W eek  W ith out V iol enc e  
P o st er &  E ssay  C o n t est  A w ard  W in n ers!  

 E ssay  W in n ers     P o st er W in n ers 
1 s t  P lac e:   A n n ie R o seb ear-A c e    1 s t  P lac e:   Fran k i Fed ele 
2nd P lac e:   A lessan d ra G ag lio    2nd P lac e:   R ak an  S o u b ra 
3 r d P lac e:   M o n ik a H et z ler   3 r d P lac e:   J en n if er M c  G h ee 

Ad o p t -A-B o o k   
 

Adopt-A-B ook  b rought in $ 1 , 1 4 7 !   
 T h an k s t o  S c o t t  P et ers, M ary  K lep p e, Deb ra B ru n et t e, 

V al J ac k so n , L isa S t ec , J ean  M arie S h arp  an d  L o ri H en ry  ( w h o  
alw ay s d o es a g reat  j o b  c o o rd in at in g  v o lu n t eers f o r t h is ev en t , as 
w ell as f o r t h e B o o k  Fair in  t h e sp rin g ) . 

 

Mark you calendars now for  
 

J AN U AR Y  2006  F AM I L Y  F U N  E V E N T S !  
 

F a m i l y  F u n  N i g h t  R e a d i n g  E v e n t  
T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  2 0 0 6  

6 : 0 0  p . m .  – 7 : 3 0  p . m .   O R E  A l l -P u r p o s e  R o o m  
 

♦ B o o k  S w ap  
♦ S p ec ial G u est  R ead er:   A rt  R ain w at er, M M S D S c h o o l S u p erin t en d en t  
♦ A u t h o r R ead ers:  P amela S c h u st er -O st w in k le an d  T h e G allig an  Family  
♦ Families w ill b e mak in g  t h eir o w n  b o o k s t o  t ak e h o me an d  w rit e t h eir o w n  

f amily  st o ry !  
 

F a m i l y  F u n  N i g h t  A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s  E v e n t  
T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 0 6  

6 : 0 0  p . m .  – 7 : 3 0  p . m .   O R E  A l l -P u r p o s e  R o o m  
 

♦ Families c o me an d  j o in  t h e f u n  in  c reat in g  art s an d  c raf t s – b o o k mark s, 
p u p p et s, b rac elet s an d  o t h er f u n  st u f f !  
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2 0 0 5  O R E  F u n d ra iser 
 W e sh o u ld  all b e v ery  p ro u d  o f  o u r st u d en t s an d  t h eir f amilies!   10 0  O R E  st u d en t s 
raised  ap p ro x imat ely  $ 5 ,5 0 0  f o r O rc h ard  R id g e E lemen t ary  S c h o o l!   W at c h  f o r a 
f u t u re R ain b o w  R ev iew  t h at  w ill p ro v id e in f o rmat io n  o n  w h at  t h e O R E  P T O  B o ard  w ill 
b e d o in g  w it h  t h e f u n d s raised  t h is y ear.  T h e f o llo w in g  is a list  o f  st u d en t s w h o  
p art ic ip at ed  in  t h e f u n d raiser ( if  y o u  d o  n o t  see y o u r n ame h ere p lease g iv e L isa 
V eld ran  a c all at  27 1-0 7 22 an d  I ’ ll mak e su re y o u ’ re in  t h e n ex t  ed it io n  o f  t h e 
R ain b o w  R ev iew ) :  

J amila A f if i 
C ailin  A h n en  
T ay lo r A lt -N ac h rein er 
A rif a A z imu lla 
A sif  A z imu lla 
G lo ria B ad illo  
J ared  B ald w in  
N at alie B arret t  
L o n ie B j o rn st ad  
Dan iella B o sb en  
J o sep h in e B rat t  
E mma B ru n et t e 
J u lian  C ag n az z o  
Fait h  C o lv ard - 
 Do n ald so n  
W y at t  C o o k  S ilv ern  
M ad elin e C o o k  S ilv ern  
R a Q u an  C u n n ig an  
C h rist in a De M ars 
L o g an  De M ars 
A lan n a Do min g u ez  
Dan iel Drisc o ll, J r. 
E mily  Dsid a 
C h rist o p h er Dsid a 
R iley  Fish er 
R ac h el Fish er 
J eremy  G art lan d  
L eig h  G reg o ry  
T ai G reg o ry  
A n n ik a H arley  
B en j amin  H arrin g t o n  
C amero n  H eat h  
R y an  H en ry  

R eb ec c a H o lmq u est  
C arsy n  H u t c h in so n  
A min a I d ris 
Dak o t a J en sen  
J ac ly n  J en sen  
A n n a J en so n  
R o se J o h n so n  
G rif f en  K arr 
J ac o b  K en n ed y  
A d am K leisc h  
S amu el K lep p e 
T rev o r K lin g er 
R ac h el K o rn et sk y  
W ill L arso n  
A lex an d er L arso n  
J ac k so n  L emb erg er 
M eg an  L emb erg er 
N ic h o las L u n d  
H en ry  M ay sac k  
J en n if er M c  G h ee 
C h rist o p h er M c C art h y  
C laire M c C art h y  
J o sep h  M c C o rmic k  
C h az  M c G ee 
E liz a M c P ik e 
S o p h ie M ic in sk i 
A llman  M o en  
E liz ab et h  N elso n  
M ad elein e N elso n  
S aman t h a N elso n  
H aely  N o rt h ey  
G rac e O lso n  
C arissa P an k e 

Dan ielle P at ric k  
M at t h ew  P et ers 
C h rist in a P lu n k et t  
Day j a R ey n o ld s 
Dej u an  R ey n o ld s, J r 
S ed o n a R h o d es 
P ao lo  S aav ed ra 
A lex an d er S ah li 
J eed a S o u b ra 
R ak an  S o u b ra 
M o rg an  S p at o la 
A lliso n  S t at z  
M elissa S t ec  
R eb ec c a S t o n e 
K ev in  S t o n e 
Z ac h ary  T h o mas 
G ab riel T rej o -T ellez  
O sc ar T rej o -T ellez  
A n n a T ro ia 
N ic h o las U lisk y  
L u is V ald es-J asso  
V ero n ic a V ald es-J asso  
M ax  V eld ran  
L ily  V eld ran  
E mily  V ermeu len  
B ret t  W eig el 
A lex  W eig el 
T h o mas W ilk e I I  
T ru d y e W in f ield  
M ai Y an g  
 



 

2 0 0 6  M M SD  R eco g n it io n  A wa rd s 
 C erem ony t o b e h eld on A p ri l 1 0 ,  2 0 0 6  

 
T h is p rest ig io u s rec o g n it io n  is p resen t ed  an n u ally  t o  

o u t st an d in g  c it iz en s an d  p erso n n el serv in g  t h e sc h o o ls an d  
c h ild ren  o f  M ad iso n .  

 
Y o u r h ard -w o rk in g  c o lleag u es an d  v o lu n t eers d eserv e 

rec o g n it io n  n o w . N o min at e t h at  sp ec ial t eac h er, p rin c ip al, 
M M S D emp lo y ee o r c it iz en  v o lu n t eer f o r a 

 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  a n d  J o e  T h o m a s   
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  S t u d e n t  A w a r d   

 
N o min at io n  Dead lin e:   M onday J anuary 3 0 , 2 0 0 6 .  

 
T h is y ear’ s c eremo n y  w ill b e h eld  o n   

M o n d ay  A p ril 10 , 20 0 6  at  L a Fo llet t e H ig h  S c h o o l. 
 

Fo r in f o rmat io n  an d  n o min at io n  f o rms,  
g o  t o  w w w .mmsd .o rg  ( see “ H o t  T o p ic s” )   

o r c all 6 6 3-19 6 4 . 
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Thanks f o r t h e n ew W o o d  C h ips!  
 
A  sp ec ial T h ank  you t o  M at t  S ilv ern  f o r c o o rd in at in g  t h e ac q u isit io n  
an d  sp read in g  o f  t h e n ew  w o o d  c h ip s o n  t h e O R E  p lay g ro u n d . T h e 
O R E  P T O  p aid  f o r t h e mat erial ( th a nk s  P T O ! ) . M at t  an d  a small y et  
mig h t y  t eam o f  G ret c h en  O lso n , R ic k  T h o mas an d  K aren  N o rt h ey  
w o rk ed  h ard  2 lo n g  mo rn in g s sp read in g  t h e w o o d  c h ip s u n d er t h e 
p lay  eq u ip men t . W e ap p rec iat e y o u r ef f o rt s as t h is is essen t ial t o  t h e 
saf et y  an d  w ell-b ein g  o f  o u r c h ild ren . 
 

 Thanks Matt, Gretchen, Rick and Karen from all of us at ORE!! 
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ORE LEGO LEAGUE SHARKS 
a t  F . I . R. S. T .  REGI ON AL T OURN AM EN T  

 

B y  L uis Rey naldo, team coach 
 

O R E ’ s  L e g o  L e a g u e  t e a m ,  t h e  S h a r k s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
F . I . R . S . T .  ( F o r  I n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  S c i e n c e  a n d  
T e c h n o l o g y )  L e g o  L e a g u e  r e g i o n a l  t o u r n a m e n t  a t  G l a c i e r  C r e e k  
M i d d l e  S c h o o l  i n  C r o s s  P l a i n s  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 2 .   T h i s  y e a r s ’  
t h e m e  “ O c e a n  O d y s s e y ”  c e l e b r a t e d  a n d  e x p l o r e d  h u m a n ’ s  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o c e a n s .   T h i s  t o u r n a m e n t  c u l m i n a t e d  a n  
e i g h t -w e e k  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t e a m  r e s e a r c h e d  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s ,  

a n d  b u i l t ,  d e s i g n e d  a n d  t e s t e d  a  r o b o t .   T h e  t e a m  b u i l t  a n d  p r o g r a m m e d  t h e  r o b o t ,  
n a m e d  B r u c e ,  t o  p e r f o r m  s e v e r a l  t a s k s :  r e t r i e v e  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  r e e f ,  r e l e a s e  a  d o l p h i n  
f r o m  a  h o l d i n g  p e n  i n t o  t h e  o c e a n ,  a n d  c l e a n  u p  a  c a r g o  s h i p p i n g  a c c i d e n t .   
 

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t  d a y  i n c l u d e d  t h r e e  i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .   E a c h  s e s s i o n  
a s s e s s e d  t h e  t e a m ’ s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t ,  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  
r o b o t ,  a n d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  w o r k  a s  a  t e a m .   T h e  S h a r k s  d i d  a  w o n d e r f u l  j o b  i n  t h e i r  
o r a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  f o c u s e d  o n  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  
G r e a t  L a k e s .  T h e y  a l s o  c a p a b l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h o w  B r u c e ,  t h e i r  
R o b o t ,  w a s  b u i l t  a n d  p r o g r a m m e d  a n d  w o r k e d .   F i n a l l y  t h e y  s h o w e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  
b e  “ g r a c i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ”  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  v i r t u e s  e s p o u s e d  b y  t h e  
F . I . R . S . T .  a n d  o f  O r c h a r d  R i d g e ’ s  m o t t o  R E S P E C T .  
 

T h e  a f t e r n o o n  a c t i v i t i e s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  r o b o t  c o m p e t i t i o n .   E a c h  t e a m  h a d  t h r e e  
r o u n d s  o f  r o b o t  c o m p e t i t i o n .   W h i l e  t h e  S h a r k s  d i d  n o t  s c o r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  o v e r a l l  
p o i n t s ,  t h e y  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i m p r o v e d  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  w i t h  e a c h  a t t e m p t .  
 

I t  w a s  a n  e x c i t i n g  d a y .   W e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  f u n  a n d  i t  w a s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  c o m p e t e ,  
o b s e r v e  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  n i n e t e e n  o t h e r  t e a m s  f r o m  s o u t h e r n  W i s c o n s i n .   S o m e  
t e a m s ,  l i k e  u s ,  w e r e  i n  o u r  r o o k i e  y e a r .   O t h e r s  h a d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  
t h e i r  b l o o d .   S o m e  t e a m s  w e r e  y o u n g  l i k e  u s  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e r e  i n  t h e  S e v e n t h  a n d  
E i g h t h  g r a d e !   A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  g a i n e d ,  w e  t o o k  h o m e  m a n y  i d e a s  t h a t  w e  
c a n  i m p l e m e n t  n e x t  y e a r .  
 

I  a n d  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  c o a c h e s ,  Martha Howell a n d  Matt S i lv ern ,  a r e  p r o u d  o f  t h e  
S h a r k s  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .   T h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  O r c h a r d  R i d g e  
p r o u d l y .  
 
The team:  
 

 Madeline C ook-S ilv ern  Emmett J ackson 
 W y att C ook-S ilv ern   S am Klep p e 
 C hris D sida    I saac Rey naldo   
 J ames H olmq uest   N ick U lisky  


